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the past, the simplest and most widely practised was to annex
either adjacent or more distant territory, more particularly
in areas where the special needs of the State could be satisfied,
either in the supply of materials or in the establishment of
markets. Typical examples are to be found in the growth of the
British Empire, the westward expansion of U.S.A., and the
incorporation of what is now called Soviet Asia in the present
U.S.S.R.
Such forms of expansionism were possible because of the
relative lack of resistance in the newly acquired lands and, be
it noted, resistance was absent largely because of inefficient
organization. Where resistance was met, the expansionist
States employed other devices, not least of which was military
conquest and occupation, and frequently mercantile concessions
were extracted. There is a limit to this type of expansionism
which appears to have been reached. The world's "empty
spaces" have been occupied in the sense that they have been
incorporated in the territory controlled by States and, hence-
forward, territorial expansion can only be achieved by means
of warfare.
Against this, however, it must be admitted that there is
still a kind of economic imperialism whereby States seek to
acquire control of materials and markets by manipulations of
monetary systems and diverse other means. The present
outcome of all these expansionist tendencies and efforts is
that a small number of States possess the rank, influence and
prestige of Great Powers while the remainder are strung out in
an order of decreasing world importance, but, great and small,
they each claim to be sovereign and therefore legally equal,
whereas any realistic approach to the study of their relationships
must take into account their inequality in power and wealth.
The growth of the State in its modern form has been
closely associated with the evolution of nationalism, so much
so indeed that frequently "State" and "nation" are used as
interchangeable terms, often leading to confusion of thought
and meaning. As has already been shown, the State is composed
of territory and people bound together by organization on a
political level. Statehood is only achieved when the inhabitants
of a territory are united under one government. Nationality,